Strategically Targeting An Unchurched Community Through Church Planting and Community Partnerships.  

I.  A Brief History of Paulding County, GA and West Ridge Church

In 1997

· 93% Unchurched

· 6th fastest growing county in the US

· 3rd largest percentage of existing churches in Georgia

In 2008 

· 88% unchurched

· 9th fastest growing county in the US

· Fastest growing Hispanic population per capita (US Today July 2007)
Joshua 3:5 (NIV) - 5 Joshua told the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among you." 

II. Developing a Kingdom Mindset
The Moment of Truth - “It’s Not About Me”

Max Lucado – “It’s Not About Me” - “God does not exist to make much of us; we exist to make much of Him.”

1 Chronicles 29:11-12 (NIV) - 11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 12 Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.

“It’s not my job to promote West Ridge or me; it’s my job to promote Jesus.”  

III.  Living Out A Kingdom Mandate

Acts 1:8 (NIV) - 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

A. Church Planting

Leith Anderson – “A Church for the 21st Century” - “new churches are the most effective means of evangelism.  

A Progression of Events


· Confronted by a friend

· Money

· Internships
· Meeting Bob Roberts
· WRC School of Church Planting

· Our vision  - 25 (rc) in 25 (c) within 50(mi) by 2010
· WRC Network 
· Collaborating with other networks

Nuts and Bolts

A church that is going to be effective in church planting must have:

· A clear God-given vision & strategy
1. Captured through prayer

2. Regularly shared with staff & overall leadership

3. Shared with church

· A strong financial commitment

· Buy-in from the church leadership 
1. Senior/Lead Pastor

2. Staff Leadership Team

3. Board of Directors/Elders/Deacons

· A clear understanding of the cost

· A clear understanding of staff expectations

· Focused intensity

Dave Ramsey - FI/T + (G) = M
B. Engaging the Community with God’s Love

A Progression of Events


· Confronted by the community
· Brokenness 
· Prayer

· Projects
· Community partnerships

· Collaboration – Engage Atlanta

“You must own the lostness of your community.”

BROKENNESS + GOD GIVEN VISION + STRATEGY + FAITH (G) = AMAZING THINGS!  
